Contribution to European Commission’s Green Paper “EU development policy in support of inclusive growth and sustainable development - Increasing the impact of EU development policy”. 
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Question 5: How should the EU support skills development in partner countries in line with the features and needs of local labour markets, including in the informal sector?
Summary

To support skills development in partner countries, the EU should engage with the youth. The youth in partner countries should be recognised as a development actor in its own right, rather than just a target of development policy. Currently, access to funding opportunities for youth-initiated development projects remains one of the biggest obstacles. To harness the full potential of youth activism and leadership in development, we advocate the establishment of a funding scheme reserved for youth-led projects under the Development Cooperation Instrument. Furthermore, by giving young people ownership of youth-led projects, the EU would also strengthen a sense of responsibility which in the long run turns young people into more active and also more critical citizens, thus  strengthening democracy and domestic accountability in third countries. 
Background

We, a group of young people from Europe, India and South Africa, in 2009 joined hands and took up the challenge of empowering the youth in our countries to contribute to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals.

We were successful in our grant application, under the European Commission’s Education, Audiovisual, and Culture Executive Agency, Youth in Action 3.2 “Youth in the World”  for a project composed of four activities: a preliminary meeting held in Brussels in December 2009, two case study trips to India and South Africa, in June and September 2010 respectively, and a final conference in Utrecht, The Netherlands, in November 2010. The project directly involved 150 young people from three continents, it increased their awareness about development cooperation, it encouraged their participation in the current activities aimed at the achievement of the MDGs and it led to four main follow-up activities. The contribution to the European Commission’s consultation is informed by the experience we gathered throughout the project

More information about the project is available at the following link:  

http://dl.dropbox.com/u/14605151/BE%20MDG%20result%20booklet.pdf
The rationale for working with the youth

In line with the spirit of the Accra Action Agenda, and its objective to broaden the country-level policy dialogue on development by supporting efforts to increase the capacity of all development actors, and the objective of Council Resolution on a Renewed Framework for European cooperation in the field of youth (2010-2018) [2009/C 311/01]  to encourage young people to participate in development cooperation activities either in their country of residence or abroad, we advocate for the recognition of youth as a development actor in its own right.
The rationale for engaging with young people is first of all based on demographic considerations, in partner countries youth constitutes a large proportion of the population. Development policies can be more sustainable and more effective if they involve young people, the future citizens of our partner countries. By supporting youth-led projects not only would the EU develop young people’s skills in project management, leadership, communication, and teamwork, as well as their sense of responsibility and entrepreneurship, but it would also show them that through being active citizens they can change the societies they live in. 
Young people who have gained experience managing their own projects will, as adults, tend to be more active and responsible citizens who demand accountability, transparency and good governance from their governments. By supporting young people, the EU could indirectly contribute to achieving all those objectives. In addition, the youth tend to be interconnected and innovative, open-minded, mobile. Youth are creative in problem solving and solution finding. Youth are good multipliers (especially in their family context), they adapt fast to new technologies and new means of communication. When the environment offers them a chance, youth reap the benefits of globalisation and build transnation​al networks. Youth can also be entrepreneurs and initiators of development projects. However, some obstacles prevent the youth potential for development to be fully harnessed.
Challenges

Currently, the youth is looked at as a target of development policies, rather than an actor. There is a need for development agencies and policy-makers to innovate their structures to allow for youth to become partners and leaders in development work. Currently, access to funding opportunities for youth-initiated development projects remains one of the biggest obstacles. Existing funding schemes for development cooperation make available large grants that require a level of administrative capacity that small youth organisations often lack.
The way forward 

To harness the full potential of youth activism and leadership in development, we advocate the establishment of a funding scheme reserved for youth-led projects under the Development Cooperation Instrument. This funding should be a middle ground between the existing Youth in Action Programme and conventional funding for civil society, and it should be targeted at youth organisations in partner countries or at projects organised in cooperation of third country and European youth organisations. In addition, such funding should be based on mini-grants of maximum 100,000 EUR and lighter administrative requirements as well as shorter timeframes, e.g. 12 months.
